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Fights For ‘Local Workers, Dioxin Free’

ACT Half-Hour TV
Takes On Governor

CT recently com-
pleted a 30-minute
elevision program

concerning the pulp and paper
mill slated to be built in Apple
Grove in Mason County.

Top U.S. Admiral
Backs ACT On Dioxin
(Story On Page 4)

“We’ve always been in sup-
port of a new mill because of
thejobs it could provide,” said
ACT Director Steve White.

“We’veasked fortwo simple
commitments -- that local
people be hired to build and
operate the mill and that the
mill be built with state-of-the-

art technology that does not
produce deadly dioxin,” he
said.

White said both themill own-
ers and state officials will not
even discuss these issues.

“Some of our elected lead-
ers want you to think the fight is
between people for the mill
and those against it.

“The real fight is over how

the mill will be built,” he said.

“The pulp and paper mill is
an important issue to all the
citizens of West Virginia.

“We hope a majority of our
members watch the show and
urge their friends and family to
watch as well.”

The programis scheduled to
air statewide on January 21
and 22,

Locals’ Involvement,
Local Jobs Bill Goals

The 1995 Legislative ses-
sion began Jan. 11 and
ACT was prepared to work on
a number of bills.

ACT TV Program Schedule

Saturday, January
Huntington
WOWK Channel 13 12:30

21

Sun

, January 22
Wheelin

WTRF Channel 7 T1:00 a.m.

Clarksbur
WBOY Channel 12 noon

Parkersbur
WTAP Channel 1

Charleston

noon

WCHS Channel 8 12:30 p.m.

Oak Hill
WOAY Channel 4 1:30 p.m.

ACT’s legislative represen-
tative, Raymond “B.B.” Smith,
will coordinate ACT’s efforts
and work to get more locals
involved and updated during
the session.

ACT alsohastocontend with
the newmake-up of the legisla-
ture.

“Labor lost a lot of good
friends in the November elec-
tion,” Smith said.

“We're definitely facing an
uphill battle when it comes to
passing labor-backed legisla-
tion.”

ACT’s Executive Board
decided they were not going to
play only defense during the
session. They have written a
new piece of legislation called
the “Jobs For West Virgin-
ians” bill.

The bill is aimed at making
sure local workers gethired on
public jobs.

“We want to have the bill
introduced early in the ses-
sion,” Smith said.

“We hope when we present

Continued on page 2
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IN THE BUCKET on Gorridor G near Logan is Gary
McClanahan of St. Albans. McClanahan and four other
members of Operating Engineers 132 are working on the
project building a bridge over the Mud River.

2,000 New Laborers
Signed Up By ACT
’I’hirt)f delegates regre-_ The move will add 2,000

new members from four addi-
of the West Virginia Laborers tional locals to ACT s rosters.

District Council voted unani-
mously on Dec. 19 for divi-
sions of their locals to join the
Affiliated Construction Trades
Foundation.

Three of the state’s seven
Laborers locals already are
members of ACT. They in-
clude Local 1353 of Charles-

Continued on page 3
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Two Years After False Payroll First Cited

ACT Stll Costing Mid-Eastern Contracts

f you break the law, ex
Lect to be punished.
hat’s what Mid-East-

ern Construction is learning.

Justlast month Mid-Eastern
lost out on a $400,000 Wayne
County Court House project.
Thiswasthelatestin a string of
contracts Mid-Eastern has
been denied.

ACT has been dealing with
Mid-Eastern owner J. Robert
Haddox, inone formor another
for the past couple of years.

In Oct. 1992, Haddox was
convicted of violations of the
Davis Bacon Act.

His company, Mid-Eastern
Construction, Inc. was then
placed on the Federal Lists of
Parties, a debarment list, for
three years. This excludes the
company from bidding on any
federally funded projects.

Armed with this informa-

tion, ACT has kept Mid-East-
ern from securing many of the
state-funded projectsthe com-
pany bids on.

The most recent, according
to TimMillne, ACT s fair con-
tracting representative, wasthe
court house project in Wayne
County.

“For a contractor to with-
hold information, whetheritbe
on pre-qualification, or being
disbarred, that information
must be disclosed during the
bidding process.

“Thejudge said eventhough
he was the lowest bidder, he
wasn’t the lowest responsible
bidder,” Millne said.

IfHaddox bids onajob with
federal funds heisbreaking the
law, Millne explained.

Haddox’s debarment lasts
until June 1996.

Mid-Eastern - was also

State Labor Officials
Seek Hospital Wages

he Grant County

MemorialHospital has
been featured in several sto-
riesinthe ACT Report over the
last several months.

In the most recent develop-
ment, ACT hasurged the West
Virginia Division of Labor
(DOL)to consider legal action
against the hospital to force it
to abideby the prevailing wage
law for construction workers,
according to Steve Montoney,
ACT’snorthernrepresentative.

Montoney’s investigation
began when he found the Grant
County Memorial Hospital
construction project was not
put out to bid.

Montoney said when he
questioned the lack of a bid-
ding process, he was told it
was a “design/build negoti-
ated contract.”

“The hospital was obviously
a public project that should
have been put out to bid,”

Montoney said.

Next, the hospital asked for
estimates from four area con-
tractors for an additional park-
ing lot. The lowest bid was
from Gerald Cites Construc-
tion, Inc.

But Cites never officially
signed on as the contractor for
the parking lot.

Instead, hospital officials put
Cites’ employees onthe hospi-
tal payroll. By doing so it
thought it could avoid paying
the prevailing wage.

“Someoneis giving this hos-
pital bad advice,” Montoney
said.

“Not only are they breaking
the law, we think it is hypo-
critical for the hospital to pay
substandard wages and ben-
efits.

“That same hospital wel-
comesunionmembers and their
healthinsurance, but turns their

Continued on page 3

awarded a contract which was
later withdrawn in Harrison
Countybythe Board of Educa-
tion.

“Haddox sued the Harrison
CountyBoard of Education for
damages,” Millne said.

“But the board of education
looked at what was best for
taxpayers. They decided Mid-
Eastern wasn’t a responsible
contractor within the confines
of the law.”

Millnerecently found out that
Haddox formed another con-
struction company, called Sun-

rise Construction, Inc.

“It seems that Sunrise Con-
struction has all the same offic-
ers as Mid-Eastern had,”
Millne said.

“But once you’re on the de-
barment list, it doesn’t matter
what you change your name
to.”

Millne said ACT has been
and will continue to be suc-
cessfulin getting the company,
either Mid-Eastern or Sun-
rise, kicked offof state-funded
contracts.

“We'veknocked them out of

better than a dozen jobs,”
Millne said.

“I think people in Fairmont
knowabout Mid-Eastern. That
may be why he started Sunrise.

“Mid-Eastern is now trying
to bid in other counties, like
Wayne and Mingo because it
can’tget work inits own back-
yard.

“Haddoxis moving from one
part of the state to another, but
ACT is there to greet him.

“He can run but he can’t
hide. Sooner or later even
Haddox will feam this.”

Locals’

Involvement

Continued from page 1
this to the legislature they will
be receptive because a lot of
the current legislators ran their
campaigns on a platform of
more jobs,” Smith said.

The bill requires 80 percent
of the workers hired on any
public construction job must
come from the local area. Itis
patterned after a long standing
federal rule ofthe Appalachian
Regional Commission (ARC).

For years the ARC has re-
quired workers on certain fed-
eral projects to come from a
commutable distance. That
usually means a 75-mile ra-
dius from the job site.

The “Jobs for West Virgin-
ians” bill would put the same
requirement on state, county
and city projects.

“It’s an important issue to
ourmembers as far asjobs go,”
Smith said.

“If we could get this passed,
it would do a lot for our mem-
bership and just about every-
body else looking for work in
West Virginia.”

Other legislation proposed
by ACT includes the Commu-
nity Protection Act which will
be re-introduced early in the
session, according to Smith.

Thebill, if passed, will make
certain those workers who
build West Virginia’s danger-
ous industrial plants are quali-
fied to do so.

“The goal of the bill is to
protect the communities where
these facilities are being built
from the dangerous conse-
quences which oftenresult from
the use of untrained, unskilled
construction workers,” Smith
said.

Currently, there are no laws
requiring construction work-
ers who build industrial plants
to be certified in any way.

ACT will also be working
with the State Building and
Construction Trades Council
and the AFL-CIO on other is-
sues concerning building and
construction trades workers
such as river boat gaming.

“ACT believes passage of
the river boat gaming bill would
be good for our members in
other ways besides jobs,”
Smith said.

“Workers in these facilities
will be mostly full-time with
benefits. Putting that kind of
money into our local economy
is good for everyone.”

Last, but definitely not least,
is ACT’s plan to get the mem-

bership involved by starting
legislative committees at each
ACT local.

“Some of our locals already
have committees, so we’re
asking all the other ones to set
one up,” Smith said.

“We will be working to as-
sist them in any way we can.”

If any members are inter-
ested in joining the legislative
committee of their local, they
should contact their business
agent, Smith said.

“We’resuggesting anywhere
from two to five members on
the committee, depending on
the size of the local,” Smith
said.

Smith said one of the rea-
sons ACT wants to set up the
legislative committeesisto get
the entire membership involved
in grass roots campaigns such
as letter writing, phone bank-
ing and voter registration.

AsofJan. 1, avoter’s regis-
tration card is not required to
be notarized.

Residentsnowdon’thaveto
travel to the county voter’s reg-
istration office to register.

“We can only benefit from
more union members in the
state who are registered to
vote,” Smith said.
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Clarksburg Office
Gets Free TV Time

CT’s Clarksburg office got some free advertising in
ate December when a local television station inter-

viewed Harrison County Superintendent Robert Kittle,

Tara Videon, WDTV’s Channel 5 Newscaster, was inter-
viewing Kittle at the new Robert C. Byrd High School when
Kittlementioned the “attacks on the school board™ inthe form

of biliboards outside of ACT’s office.

Videon decided to make a trip to ACT’s office to get the
other side of the story. She interviewed Steve Montoney,
ACT’s northern representative, to air along with Kittle’s

interview.

“I think the whole thing was supposed to be Kittle saying
what a good job was being done at the Byrd High School,”

Montoney said.

Continued on page 4

George Hyman Construction Targeted

ACT Investigation Leads
To $60,000 In Back Pay

CT’s investigation
of two federal con-
truction projects

in West Virginia has paid off
for some workers. ‘

ACT began looking at the
Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tions (FBI) fingerprinting cen-
ter in Clarksburg because
George Hyman Construction,
Inc. was bidding,

ACT had previously inves-
tigated Hyman when it bid for
work on the federal prison in
Beckley.

Hyman eventually walked
away from the project, in part
because of ACT’s efforts.

When Hyman was awarded
the FBI contract, ACT pro-
testedbased onHyman’srecord
at the Beckley prison.

One subcontractor for
Hyman on the FBI project,
Blackhawk Enterprises, Inc.,
was recently ordered to pay
-more than $60,000 inback pay
to its workers.

“Ihanded out handbills back
in the spring to employees of
Blackhawk, which wasa struc-
tural contractoronboththe FBI

and the prison projects,”
Tim Millne, ACT’s falr con-
tracting representative,

“We found that the contrac-
tor was paying most of his
people at laborer’s rate, when
they were actually doing iron
workers’ work.

We also found that workers
were being paid cash for over-
time at straight time instead of
‘time and a half®,” he explained.

ACT obtained signed affi-
davits from seven Blackhawk
employees.

Armed with that informa-
tion, ACT demanded and re-
ceived an audit by the federal
Department of Labor (DOL}) at
the FBI project.

ACT is asking the DOL to
audit Hyman, as the general
contractor on the FBI project,
as well.

The DOL’s audit also in-
cluded Blackhawk’s work at
the federal prison in Beckley.
The general contrator thereisa
Pizzagalli/Bell joint venture.

In another matter regarding
the FBI project, ACT’s Free-
domOfInformation Act (FOIA)

requestsfordocumentsregard—
ing the construction contract,
including a variety of payroll
requests, is still in court.

It was reported in the last
issue of the ACT Report that a
federal judge signed an order
directing the FBI to disclose
the actual owner of the build-
ing .

Inaddition, the federal judge
also asked for the status ofthe
FBI’s response to the FOIA
request.

ACT willfilea motionbased
on a decision which estab-
lished the right of unions to
access certified payrolls,

Hospital Wages

Continued from page 2
backs onthose same neighbors

when it comes to job opportu-
nities.”

Montoney said there are six
or seven men on the payroll to
build the parking lot.

“According to our sources,
thefirst paycheck they received
was a cash advance for Gerald
Cites employees from the hos-
pital.” Montoney explained.

“Their second paychecks
from the hospital were gar-
nishedintheamount ofthe first
pay check,” Montoney said.

He pointed out it’s illegal to
garnish wages without a court
order. “It’s actions like these
that raise our suspicion,”
Montoney said.

ACT attorneys are review-
ing legal options to challenge

the way the $6 million project
was awarded.

A third project, doctors’ of-
fices, is in the planning stage.
Montoney has found the land
for this project was donated by
the county without a public
hearing and the county plans to
financethe project. Montoney
is working to make sure this
project goes to bid correctly.

“The law says public
projects must be put out for
competitive sealed bids,”
Montoney said.

“We believe Grant County
Memorial Hospital is trying to
evade the law,

“Without any justification
they think they can save money
by lowering living standards
of construction workers.”

NOT SLIP—SLIDING AWAY .
Cottageville in Jackson County was fixed by union workers. The
Job required pre-drilling set beams 10 feet into rock and installing
53 tieback anchors 135 feet long. It was paid for with $1.35
million in federal funds and $338,531 in state funds. Gary Tillis,
ACT’s fair contracting representative, monitored it.

.‘-
.--'

A roadshde on Rt. 33 near

2,000 New Laborers Sign Up

Continued from page 1
ton, Local 543 of Huntington,
and Local 453 of Beckley.

The vote added members
from the Heavy and Highway
construction industry from all
Laborers’ locals including
Local 379 of Morgantown,
Local 984 of Clarksburg, Lo-
cal 1085 of Parkersburg, and

Local 1149 of Wheeling.
Prior to the mid-December
vote, the delegates took infor-
mationabout ACT andits goals
to theirmembership. Delegates
wanted to see if members ap-
proved and to get feedback on
how to vote, according to
Wetzel “Corky” Harvey, busi-
ness manager and secretary/

treasurer of the WV Laborers
District Council.

“Warking together with co-
operative efforts such as their
job monitoring program, envi-
ronmental issues, job safety
and many other objectives,
ACT has proven beneficial to
all workersinthe state of West
Virginia,” Harvey said.
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You Are Cordidlly Invited To Attend

ACTs Fourth Annual
Constitutional Convention
10:00 am.
Tuesday, January 31

Charleston House Holidky Inn, 600 Kanawha Bivd
Meeting Open 1o Al ACT Members

For Further Information, Contact Your Local Business Agent

Heat Is Turned Up In Battle
With Trus Joist MacMillian

CT’s battle contin-
ues with Trus Joist
cMillan (TIM)

in Upshur County. Infact, the
heat has been turned up under
company officials.

ACT ran two radio ads just
before Christmasinforming the
public concerning two issues
about TIM.

Steve Montoney, ACT’s
northern representative, said
the first ad highlighted TIM’s
recent grant of $647,000 from
Rural Economic and Commu-

nity Development (formerly the
Farmers Home Administra-
tion) in order to build water

and sewer line extensions.

Montoney obtained a copy
of the company’s lease/pur-
chase agreement with the
Upshur County Development
Authority and learned TJM
officials agreed to pay all con-
struction costsassociated with
utility services.

“Ifthey signed alegal docu-
ment stating they would pay for
the additions themselves, then
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why aren’t they paying for it
themselves?” Montoney ques-
tioned.

Not only 1s the company re-
ceiving money for the exten-
sions, the property it’s being
built on isn’t annexed by the
city of Buckhannon, yet it’s
getting city water and sewage,
accordingto Montoney.

The second radio ad focused
on the recent request for an
additional $2 million from the
Division of Highways in order
to build an interchange on the
recently completed Corridor
HattheMorgan Avenueexitin
Buckhannon.

Ex-Top Admiral
Tells Governor
Dioxin Is Killer

e highest ranking
: U.S. Navy admiral
during the last years

ofthe Vietnam Waris featured
in a television ad backing
ACT’s opposition to deadly
dioxin production.

Admiral Elmo Zumwalt,
former Chief of Naval Opera-
tions from 1970 to 1974, ex-
plicitly refutes a recent state-
mentby Gov. Gaston Caperton
that “no-onehas ever died from
dioxin.”

Caperton made the comment
during a routine press confer-
ence in late December.

The Governor said he
thought “dioxin is just a scare
tactic. I've never known any-
body to die from dioxin.”

But Admiral Zumwalt takes
issue with that statement inthe
ACT-produced television ad.

Zumwalt served as Com-
mander of the United State
Naval Forces in Vietnam from
1968 to 1970.

He said Agent Orange,
whose active ingredient is di-
oxin, killed many American
soldiers during the Vietnam
War. Agent Orange wasaform
of chemical warfare used dur-
ing the war.

Thousands died as a direct
result of Agent Orange. Thou-
sands more continue to suffer
from cancer asaresult ofexpo-
sure to the chemical.

Admiral Zumwalt is the co-
author of "My Father, My Son”
with his son Elmo III.

Free Television

Continued from page 3

“But then he (Kittle) men-
tioned usand it turned intoa lot
more.”

Montoney said he explained
ACT had requested certified
payrolls from the Tmarro
Corp., the general contractor
onthe project, and was unable

to obtain them.

“Actually, it went very well,”
Montoney said. “Ithink he was
trying to smear us but we came
across as very reasonable.

“As far as I’'m concerned he
canmentionthe ACT Founda-
tion in any of his interviews if
it will get us free publicity.”

Itis anaccount oftheir Viet-
nam experiences and the trag-
edy that resulted.

Elmo Il died fromcancerin
1988.

Here’s Text
Of Admiral’s
CTTVAd

6 vernor Cap-

erton says di-
oxinnever killed any-
body.

“Is heso determined
to build a dioxin-pro-
ducing pulp mill that
he’swillingtore-write
history?

“During the Viet-
nam War we didn’t
know the devastating
health risks involved
inusing AgentOrange
and dioxin.

“Many brave sol-
diers, including my
own son, paid with
their lives for that ig-
norance and others
continue to suffer
Jfrom various forms
of cancer.

“Let’s not subject
another innocent gen-
eration of Americans
to the mistakes of the
past. 9 '
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